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ROBBINS, WILLIAM L.

D. April 1946

November 3, 1943

Mr. William L. Robbins, Editor
Deer Isle Messenger
Deer Isle, Maine
Dear Mr. Hobbinsj
Reoent notices of your book, PROM MY" WINDOW,
delight usj and we hope that soon we shall have
the pleasure of seeing a copy.
'
At present we write regarding the Maine Author
Collection, which possibly you know as an exhibit
collection of books written by Maine people. About
fifteen hundred volumes, inscribed amusingly, wittily,
inspiringly, poetically, artistically -- but always
originally — make up this exhibit; and we also
gather a.11 available biographical and critical data
about our authors. It is the only place where all
the books of all Blaine authors are represented in a
group, and the value of the collection increases
constantly.
Naturally we hope that you will want to inscribe
and present a copy of PROM MY WINDOW to this collection.
We look forward to reading the book, and trust that it
will find its way( to many appreciative people.
Sincerely yours

hmj
End—-1

Secretary

March 31, 1944

Mr. William L. Robbins, Editor
Deer Isle Messenger
Deer Isle, Maine
Dear Mr. Robbins:
Possibly our earlier letter about the Maine
Author Collection ha$ been laid aside for future
attention. We hope so, for we should regret the
omission of PROM MY WINDOW from what we try to
make a comprehensive exhibit of Maine writers'
Work.;
''' ::
"
The first touches of spring are undoubtedly
bringing remarkable and interesting changes to
the view from your window; and already you may be
compiling a second ;book. , Our good wishes continue
for the .first# and /or those which may follow.
i Sincerely yours

hmj

.

.,

:

Secretary

January 20, 1947

Mr. William L. Robbins, Editor
Deer Isle Messenger
Deer Isle, Maine
Dear Mr, Robbins:
A few years ago we wrote to you about the
possibility of including an inscribed copy of
FROM MY WINDOW in the Maine Author Collection.
Not having received a reply, we can only
suppose either that the letter did not reach you,
or that you did not care to place a copy in this
collection. Both these possibilities grieve us,
especially the latter, for that would mean that
our proud claim of "all the books of all Maine
authors" was not true.
This collection, started over twenty years ago
includes about fifteen hundred volumes, written by
Maine people, inscribed and presented for permanent
preservation in this exhibit. It is one of unusual
interest and value, constantly attracting visitors
and students. We take particular delight in the
inscriptions, which are sometimes amusing, some
times autobiographical, frequently tributes to
Maine, occasionally pen-and-ink sketches or verse;
but all bring originality and distinction to the
collection.
We should deeply regret that PROM MY WINDOW
was not to be on these shelves, and we shall hope
that you may yet want to share with us the pleasure
of having your book in the collection.
Sincerely yours

hmj
End

In Charge of
Maine Author Collection

19 Central St.
Ellsworth, Me.
22 March 1947
Mrs. F. W. Jacob
Maine State Library
State House
Augusta, Me.
Dear Mrs. Jacob:Your letter of January 20th addressed to my father,
William L. Robbins, requesting an inscribed copy of
his book, "From My Window", for the Maine Author Col
lection has been forwarded to me by the present pub
lishers of The Messenger.
A

I am very sorry to have to report that you will be
unable to include an inscribed copy of Mr. Robbins'
book in your collection since Mr. Bobbins died last
April. However I am sending, under separate cover,
an uninscribed copy which I hope you'll add to the
Collection.
I recall my mother's having mentioned to me your
earlier request for a copy and the fact that my father
was very pleased and felt honored that you desired a
copy of "From My Window" for your collection. But he
always had far more to do than his health and the lim
ited number of hours in the day would permit and he
did quite frequently neglect his correspondence. It
was for that reason that your earlier letter was not
answered.
Sincerely

March 26, 1947

Mr. Paul Robbins
19 Central Street
Ellsworth, Maine

#

Dear Mr. Robbina:
It la exceedingly kind of you to send a copy
of your father1a book, PROM MI WINDOW, for the Maine
Author Collection.
We regret the loss of Mr. Robbina, as must even
those who knew him only through his editorial page,
and we appreciate your generous interest which makes
it possible for the collection to include this
collection so appealing in ita humor and preception,
and so friendly in the sharing of the pleasure of
living by a window.
Our biographical record of Mr. Robbina is not
complete. We underatand that he was born in Deer
Isle, but we do not have the date. Would it be
posaible, at your convenience, for you to let us
know?
Please accept our thanks for your kindness in
presenting the copy of PROM MY WINDOW, which is being
added to the Maine Author Collection with a great
deal of pleasure.
Sincerely yours

hmj
Ends.

In Charge of
Maine Author Collection

19 Central St
Ellsworth, Me
April 7, 19^7
Mrs. F. W. Jacob
Maine State LibraryAugusta,': Maine
Dear Mrs. Jacob
I have received your letter of March 26th, acknowledge
ing receipt of the copy of my father's book "From My
Window", which I recently sent you for the Maine Author
Collection.
'
To answer your question, Mr. Robbins was born at Oceanville on Deer Isle, May 30, 1878.
If you desire further information, please let me know.

Si

)

